[Amniotic fluid and neonatal infection].
Bacterial contamination of amniotic fluid (AF) leads to a fetal contamination and, in less than 10% of cases, to an infection. A rupture of the membranes longer than 24 hours increases the frequency of bacterial contamination/infection of the fetus. However an AF contamination, due to a pathogen bacteria found in the vaginal flora, is possible trough intact membranes. Quantitative bacteriological studies of AF allows to predict an high risk of fetal infection. Antibacterial substances are found in AF, specially a zinc protein complex which has bacteriostatic activity against E. Coli and Streptococcus B in, respective, 68% and 36% of caucasian women. Heavy contamination, virulence of the pathogen and neonatal immunity are, with AF antibacterial factors, the parameters explaining why an AF contamination can lead to fetal/neonatal infection.